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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 January 27, 2004 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Schug, Balkema and Kramer.  Absent: Kasson. Also in 
attendance: Larry R. Bolhuis, Larry A. Bolhuis, Jim Whitehead, Don & Ann Elzinga, Sue Balkema, Mike 
Swartz, Rob Wilson and Art Samson. 
 
 ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Balkema/Schug to add one item to the agenda: 11e. AT&T Wireless Site Plan Approval 
CARRIED  Balkema/Schug moved to approve the December 17, 2003 regular meeting minutes as 
presented.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
6.  No Assessor report. 
7.  No zoning report. 
8. Don presented the proposed Joint Fire Board Budget for 2004-2005 with a section that detailed how 

they intended to handle the shortfall in the budget for the rest of this year.  After some discussion, 
Schug/Balkema moved to receive the fire report.  CARRIED 

 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Because they were not at the November board meeting, Don & Ann Elzinga took the opportunity to thank 
Jim Whitehead for his many years of service as Treasurer. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a.    Engineer Mike Swartz from Prein & Newhof presented information on the options available to the       
      City of Galesburg and Charleston Township in regards to water service.  The City of Galesburg wanted 
      to know if Charleston was interested in cooperating with Galesburg in providing water service to the    

      area.  Balkema/Schug moved to consider the proposal of the City of Galesburg for a Water            

      Authority.         CARRIED            
b. Fran presented some information and led a discussion on a countywide Digital Orthophotography 

Project.  The Board discussed the benefits and how the system works.  Kalamazoo County wanted to 
know if the township would support the project with our share of the needed funds.  Schug/Balkema 

moved to proceed with authorizing the Digital Orthophotography Project.  CARRIED 

c. Kramer/Balkema moved to reappoint Sue Balkema, Don Kramer, and Art Samson to 3-year 

terms on the Planning Commission, and Mary Phillips and Michael Dennis to 3-year terms on 

the Zoning Board of Appeals provided they are willing to continue to serve.  CARRIED 
d. At the October 21, 2003 Planning Commission meeting the Planning Commission recommended to the 

Township Board that the allowed building height in all zoning classifications be raised to 40 feet.  The 
Board asked for clarification that building height referred to the principle building.  Having received 

that clarification, Balkema/Schug moved that the Township Board accept the recommendation of 
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the Planning Commission to amend the zoning ordinance to read that the allowable building 

height for the principle building in all zoning classifications be raised to 40 feet.  CARRIED 
e. AT&T Wireless requested that the Planning Commission recommend approval of plans to extend the 

height of their tower which already has five providers located on it.  The Planning Commission 
requested proof that the tower would stay within the compound should it ever fail.  Having received 

that proof, Balkema/Schug moved that the Township Board accept the Planning Commission 

recommendation to allow height extension of the tower.  CARRIED 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran presented a letter from Attorney Robert Thall concerning a refund to CenturyTel for a right-of-way 

payment made just before the Metro Act became effective.  Balkema/Schug moved to follow the 

attorney’s recommendation to allow refunds to be handled by the Metro Authority.  CARRIED  
Fran reported that he had sent a letter to Mary Powers, the Kalamazoo County Drain Commissioner, 
concerning the improper dumping of material for fill on property on North 38th Street, and a letter to Brian 
Cafarelli concerning hydroplane boat races being in violation of the township’s anti noise and public 
nuisance ordinance.  He also indicated that he had received a letter from the Kalamazoo County Road 
Commission that restored previous funding levels to the 2004 budget year.  That means additional funds 
for Charleston.  The KCRC will also be rebuilding G Avenue from 35th Street to 37th Street with a public 
information meeting scheduled for February 5, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at the Richland Township Hall.  The 
2004 Walk for Warmth is scheduled for Saturday, February 21, 2004. 
   
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts $160,508.36, disbursements: $193,543.19, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($1.09), General fund balance: $57,021.06, Beginning balance was $140,143.41, Received since 
December Board meeting $4,453.21. Kramer/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for January 
as received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Art Samson, the newly elected Chairman of the Planning Commission, requested a clear and complete 

recommendation from the Board concerning a PUD ordinance.  Balkema/Schug moved to tell the 

Planning Commission that the Township Board decided that the township no longer needed a PUD 

ordinance based on the attorney’s recommendation.  CARRIED  Linda reported that she had received 
a request for a burial space for an indigent resident of the township and she wanted to verify that previous 

Board policy was still in place.  Balkema/Schug moved to honor the request to allow burial of indigent 

residents at a site of the supervisor’s choosing.  CARRIED  Fran informed the Board that trucks were 
parking in the drive for the well house and that one had gotten stuck preventing the maintenance crew from 
doing their work.  A suggestion was made to put up a gate or a post and cable across the drive.  Fran also 
reported that the township had received notice from the Boundary Commission that Galesburg-Augusta 
School had submitted a request for annexation into the City of Galesburg. 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Schug/Balkema moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Balkema/Schug moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


